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Barnes & Noble
 - Kenmore Sq.
660 Beacon St., Boston 
617.267.8484 bn.com
Thu.4.14 Discussion & 
Signing w/ Mitchell Zuck-
off (Ponzi’s Scheme: The 
True Story of a Financial 
Legend) [7pm]

Wed.4.20 
Reading & Signing w/ 
Edward Conlon (Blue 
Blood) [7pm]

Brookline Booksmith
279 Harvard St., Brookline 
617.566.6660 brookline-
booksmith.com
Wed.4.13 Discussion w/ 
Bill McKibben (Wandering 
Home) [7pm]
Thu.4.14 Readings w/ 
Stephen Dobyns (Mystery, 
So Long), Ron Slate (The 
Incentive of the Maggot) 
and Pat Fargnoli (Duties of 
the Spirit) [7pm]
Tue.4.19 Discussion w/ 
Joseph Finder (Company 
Men) [7pm]

Cambridge 
Center For Adult 
Education
42 Brattle St, Cambridge 
617.864.6671 ccae.org
Wed.4.13 “Mystery Writ-
ing” w/ Susan Oleksiw, 
Dane Cameron, and An-
drew MacAleer [8pm/$6]

Center For
 New Words
182 Hampshire St., 
Cambridge 
Wed.4.20 Discussion w/ 
Sarah Vowell (Assassina-
tion Vacation) [7pm]

Grand Opening
318 Harvard St. Suite 321, 
Brookline 617.731.2626 
Mon.4.18 Co-Ed Party 
Night [7:30pm/$5]
Wed.4.20 Play Party 101 
[7:30pm/$25]

Harvard Book Store
1256 Mass. Ave., Cam-
bridge 617.611.1515 
harvard.com/events
Fri.4.15 Discussion 
w/ Charlotte Gordon 

(Mistress Bradstreet: The 
Untold Life of America’s 
First Poet) [3pm]

Sun.4.17 
Discussion w/ Bryan 
Mark Rigg (Rescued from 
the Reich: How One of 
Hitler’s Soldiers Saved the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe) [1pm]
Mon.4.18 Discussion 
w/ Stacy Schiff (A Great 
Improvisation: Franklin, 
France and the Birth of 
America) [6:30pm]

Tue.4.19 
Discussion w/ Michelle 
Feynman (Perfectly Rea-
sonable Deviations from 
the Beaten Track: Letters 
of Richard P. Feynman) 
[6:30pm]
Wed.4.20 Reading w/ 
Alicia Suskin Ostriker (No 
Heaven) [6:30pm]

Harvard Coop
1400 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge 
harvard.bkstore.com
Wed.4.13  Discussion & 
Signing w/ James Zug 
(American Traveler) [7pm]

McIntyre & Moore 
Booksellers
255 Elm St., Somerville 
Tue.4.19 The Davis Square 
Philosophy Cafe presents: 
“Conscious Experience: 
Is Your Reality Virtual?” 
[7:30pm]

Newtonville Books
296 Walnut St., Newton 
617.244.6619 
newtonvillebooks.com
Wed.4.13 Reading & 
Signing w/ Haven Kimmel 
(Something Rising, Light & 
Swift) [7:30pm]
Sat.4.16 Reading & 
Signing w/ Bill McKibben 
(Wandering Home: A Long 
Walk Across America’s Most 
Hopeful Landscape) [4pm]
Tue.4.19 Reading & Sign-
ing w/ Adam Mansbach 
(Angry Black White Boy) 
[7:30pm]
Wed.4.20 Reading & Sign-
ing w/ Marie Myung-Ok 
Lee (Somebody’s Daugh-
ter) [7:30pm]

Porter Square Books
25 White St., Cambridge 
617.491.2220 por-
tersquarebooks.com
Wed.4.13  Reading w/ 
Naomi F. Chase (Gittel, the 
Would-Be Messiah) [7pm]
Thu.4.14 Discussion w/ 
Sue Miller (Lost in the For-
est) [7pm]
Mon.4.18 Discussion w/ 
Flora Fraser (Princesses: 
The Six Daughters of 
George III) [7pm]
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Bryan Mark Rigg,
4.17.05, at the 
Harvard Bookstore.

TERRY JONES
Former Python, current Brit, publishes 
new book accusing Bush of ganking his act

In Monty Python and the Holy Grail, Terry 
Jones (as Sir Bedevere) stops a frenzied 
mob from burning a suspected witch. 

“How do you know she is a witch?” 
Bedevere demands. 

“She looks like one,” the mob 
responds. 

“There are ways of telling whether 
she is a witch,” explains Bedevere. 

He goes on to explain that witches 
burn because they are made of wood, 
and wood fl oats in water, as do ducks; 
so if the suspect weighs the same 
as a duck, she is made of wood, and 
therefore a witch. After an investigation 
involving a suspect scale, the evildoer 
is deemed guilty and whisked off to an 
unpleasant, fi ery death. “Burn her!” the 
crowd roars. 

Three decades later, Jones watched 
in disbelief as the world’s most power-
ful nation harnessed Sir Bedevere’s logic 
and trained it on the Middle East. 

“It is possible that [Bush] is such a 
fan of ours that he’s been trying to copy 
some of our stuff, to put some Python-
esque humor into policy,” Jones said in a 
recent phone interview. 

After chasing him from 
England to New York, Florida, 
Long Island and then back to 
England, I’d fi nally cornered 
Jones in his new London home, 
which he’d moved into the day 
before. It still sounded empty, 
with his loud, animated, almost 
caricatured voice echoing 
mightily. As rain pelted his windows, 
he assured me that he was neither a 
nomad nor a tax scoffl aw; rather, he 
blamed modern technology for delaying 
our interview.

“Would you believe that my mobile 
doesn’t actually work inside my house?” 
he asked. “Actually, sometimes it does 
work on the top fl oor.” Later, he stopped 

speaking in mid-sentence; apparently, 
his cordless phone had picked up some 
sort of radio commercial. 

“Are you sure They’re not listening?” 
I asked. “Are They coming for you?”

“No, no, it’s just this new phone. I 
haven’t quite fi gured it out yet.”

The notion of MI5 tapping Jones’s 
phone isn’t quite as ludicrous as it seems. 
Besides being a comic genius, Terry Jones 
is also a Chaucerian scholar and a vocifer-
ous critic of the Bush-Blair foreign policy. 
His latest book, Terry Jones’s War on the 
War on Terror, is a collection of defi ant, 
subversive essays that lampoon President 
Bush’s war-is-peace philosophy. Jones’s 
essays enthusiastically accept Bush and 
Blair’s twisted logic, and then carry that 
logic fi ve steps further.

For example, Jones seizes a photo-
graph of a truckload of hooded Afghani 
prisoners to promote his new organiza-
tion—the Humane Society for Putting 
Bags Over Suspects’ Heads. “We in HSP-
BOSH have been trying for years to get 
more armies to put bags over the heads 
of anyone they suspect of anything,” 

Jones writes, listing the many 
reasons why it is better to bag 
than not to bag.

Another chapter examines 
how the doctrine of preemptive 
war might be put to good use 
in Jones’s own neighborhood. 
“I’m sure Mr. Johnson is plan-
ning something nasty for me, 
but so far I haven’t been able 

to discover what. That’s why I want to 
blow up Mr. Johnson’s garage and kill 
his wife and children. Strike fi rst! That’ll 
teach him a lesson. Then he’ll leave us 
in peace and stop peering at me in that 
totally unacceptable way.”

As for why he publicly declared war 
on Bush, Jones told me that it was im-
possible for him to remain silent. “The 

press and politicians 
can belittle anybody, 
can make anybody 
appear stupid. And 
there is that danger 
of becoming a rent-a-celeb: Actually, 
I was asked by the campaign to oust 
Blair to stand against him. But if you 
feel strongly, you should say something 
about it. You can’t go around being 
silent if there is some possibility of you 
making your voice heard.”

Besides, Bush and Blair lend them-
selves to absurdist comedy exceedingly 
well. If not for the death of untold thou-
sands of people, the quest for Osama in 
Iraq could be a deleted saga from the 
Holy Grail. 

“It’s my natural way of doing it; if 
I’m going to write it, that’s the tone it’s 
going to take,” Jones explains. “Besides, 
what justifi cation have I got for being 
published? I’m not a politician. But 
things are so ludicrous. The humor is in 
the truth of it—if it’s not true, it isn’t 
funny, it doesn’t work. A lot of time 
I’m not actually being funny, I’m just 
pointing out the obvious. The press 
and the politicians avoid the obvious. 
Quite often, the joke says itself. I’m just 
articulating the stark, obvious thing. A 
lot of the time, I feel like the child in ‘The 
Emperor’s New Clothes.’” 

Bush’s clothes might not be real, 
but the dead are—a fact that makes 
Jones’s humor at least as unsettling as 
it is uproarious. It’s also a fact that can 
undermine the tone and focus of his 
essays; they veer wildly between being 
brilliant, snide and just pissed. 

“Perhaps humor needs a certain 
detachment,” concedes Jones. “There 
comes a time when you’re so furious, 
you can’t step aside from it and you just 
come out guns blazing. “
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The many faces 
of Terry Jones.  
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