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But when fans and players com-
plain about the ice, they’re full of it. The 
league’s quarterly ice condition reports 
were just released, and the Bruins’ ice 
ranked sixth in the league, which quali-
fies Lawrence for a whopping $5 bonus 
in his check. The bonus would be much 
more lucrative but for a quirk in the 
union’s contract, whose language dates 
back to the 1950s. “I suppose $5 was a 
good bonus back then,” he said. “Too bad 
it was never changed.” 

Though Lawrence denies that his 
colleagues are jealous of his lofty posi-
tion, it’s hard to believe him. It’s a plum 
job. Since the Bruins moved to the new 
Garden, higher glass around the rink 
has cut down on the volume of debris 
and obscenities that drunks might lob 
at Zamboni drivers, while the groupies 
remain as dedicated as ever, cheering, 
waving and pounding on the glass as 
Lawrence tends the ice. (Driving in the 
new Garden also affords Zamboni drivers 
the luxury of not having to plow through 
a lobby full of fans every night.)

Still, the job isn’t all fawning group-
ies and giant bonus checks. Driving the 
Zamboni is just a small part of Law-
rence’s job: He and the other drivers (one 
full-time, one part-time) also maintain 
the arena’s plumbing, fix seats, and set 
up the Celtics’ baskets. 

The night we spoke, Lawrence and 
the rest of the bull gang had to wait out 
the Bruins’ game, clean the ice, paint 
over the hockey markings, and prepare 
the rink for an upcoming Disney ice 
show. After Mickey’s stint in Boston, 
Lawrence will have to shave down the 
ice, peel off the paint, and ready the 
arena for a busy January—10 Bruins 
games, eight Celtics games, the Bruins’ 
wives’ carnival, and concerts by the Roll-
ing Stones and Billy Joel. “I’ve been here 
since 6am,” Lawrence said, “and I’ll be 
here until tomorrow.” 

TD Banknorth Garden, 100 Legends Way, 
Boston. 617.624.1950. www.tdbanknorth-
garden.com

The league’s quarterly ice condition reports 
were just released, and the Bruins’ ice ranked 
sixth in the league, which qualifies Lawrence for 
a whopping $5 bonus in his check. 
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KNOW ANY GOOD BOSTONIANS? 

SEND YOUR NOMINATIONS TO EDITORIAL@WEEKLYDIG.COM.


