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christened Mihos’s “Heads Up” one of the most “bru-
tally effective” ads airing in the entire country. 

Why are we spending so much time dissecting a 
30-second cartoon? Other than making us laugh and 
hounding the shit out of Kerry Healey in debates, on 
the radio and at every campaign appearance, Mihos 
hasn’t really done much at all. He beats up on the 
occasional illegal immigrant and talks a lot about 
decentralizing state finance by devoting 40 percent 
of tax revenue to local aid, but it’s clear that Christy 
doesn’t think he can be governor. 

Nor is he trying too hard. He’s sunk millions of 
dollars of his own money into his doomed cam-
paign for the sole purpose, it appears, of exacting 
revenge on the state Republican apparatus that 
dicked him over during his battles with Jane Swift. 
He’ll probably pull down 10 percent on Election 
Day—not enough to say he single-handedly sunk 
Kerry Healey, but definitely enough to make the GOP 
regret punching a hole in his ball or peeing on his 
red wagon or whatever they did to him.

Key quote
“I like Kerry Healey. We’ve been together socially. 
She’s very warm. She’s not what they say she is—stiff 
or anything like that. She’s a very warm person. And 

I know the back of her head and the back of her back 
sitting next to her when she refuses to even look at 
me. She’s very well-dressed and very well-coiffed.”

He talks about …
His Proposition One, which would dedicate 40 per-
cent of tax revenue to local aid; capping property tax 
assessments and cutting the income tax; laying off 
8,000 state employees; ending Pike tolls west of 128 
by leasing highway plazas; getting tough on immi-
grants; the low, low cost of food and gas at your local 
Christy’s markets; populism; kicking the holy hell out 
of the Democrats, the Republicans, the lobbyists and 
anybody else who’s ever heard of the Big Dig. 

He should be talking about …
Christ, all this talk about budgets, tax revenues and 
stuff is boring, but still. Between capital spending, the 
cost of health care, higher-education spending, debt 
service and pension costs, you can’t devote 40 percent 
of tax revenue to local aid without cutting something 
else; the pie doesn’t slice the way Mihos says it does.

And even if it did, Prop One would probably be 
unconstitutional, anyway. The state is legally obli-

gated to provide equal educational op-
portunities to all its children; Prop One 
would starve many cities and towns—
especially the poorest, like Springfield 
and Lawrence—of the progressive 
wealth redistribution mechanism they 
need to stay afloat. 

 
(GREEN-RAINBOW 
PARTY)
While you were sleeping …
Ross has been running rhetorical circles around her 
major party opponents. When the cameras have 
been on her (and her hideous paisley muumuu/
femullet combo), she has often been a powerful 
advocate for the poor and powerless, highlighting 
the plight of constituencies that don’t get a lot of 
play in 30-second television spots. 

But it’s unclear whether or not voters 
are paying attention when Ross talks, or 
just wondering what’s up with her awful 

wardrobe and 20-year-old glasses. Ross 
often boasts that, since she’s spent years and 
years lobbying for Green causes in the State House, 
she has more experience with the legislative process 
than any of her opponents; this probably also means 
that she’s been the butt of legislative leadership’s 
wisecracks for longer than anybody else, too. Now, 
the rest of Massachusetts is getting in on the joke.

The Greens’ last gubernatorial nominee, Jill Stein, 
looked, acted and spoke like a viable candidate, 
someone who wanted to win. Oftentimes, Ross acts 
like someone who’s just happy to be on TV, spread-
ing her political philosophy while standing at a 
podium next to the big boys and girls. Think that’s 
unfair? When Christy Mihos walks into a debate 
wearing Adidas Shell Tops, an airbrushed T-shirt 
and his chain hanging low, we’ll bust on him, too. 
However unpleasant a reality it is, presentation is 
crucial in politics.

Key quote
“In this time when so many of us have been made 
to feel despair and disempowered, our campaign 
is a call of renewal in the struggle for peace and 

justice; we cannot wait for leaders elected through 
our present corporate-driven system to fight for 
these ideals.” 

She talks about …
Less poverty, more housing, a more equitable tax sys-
tem, hooray for justice, hooray for the environment. 

She should be talking about …
The gays are apparently pissed off with Ross because, 
even though she’s a lesbian, she hasn’t been talking 
enough about being a lesbian. So there’s that.

We’re also still waiting to hear why Ross’s politi-
cal philosophy—raising everybody up by taxing 
the shit out of rich bastards, instead of growing the 
economy so there’s more money around to tax—is 
a mark of progress, rather than an atavistic relic of 
some long-failed, discredited liberal doctrine.

hE GREENs’ lAsT GuBERNATORIAl NOmINEE, JIll 
sTEIN, lOOkEd, AcTEd ANd sPOkE lIkE A vIABlE cAN-

dIdATE, sOmEONE WhO WANTEd TO WIN. OfTENTImEs, 
ROss AcTs lIkE sOmEONE WhO’s JusT hAPPY TO BE ON 

Tv, sPREAdING hER POlITIcAl PhIlOsOPhY WhIlE sTANd-
ING AT A POdIum NExT TO ThE BIG BOYs ANd GIRls. 


