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1The first step is admitting 
that you’re drinking swill

We all have pasts we’re not 
proud of: Mott cops to being 
“a Bud drinker until probably 
1986, 1987.” That all changed 
when he was given a home-
brew kit. His first two batches 
netted mixed results, but, he 

recalls, “The third time, it was 
actually really good, and then I 
sort of got this little bug.” He 
took an all-grain course at a lo-
cal homebrew shop, overcame 
some serious difficulties in the 
siphoning department, and 
the rest has been gravy. 

2Get strong
The first beer that really 

got Mott on fire for brewing 
was from Boston’s Common-
wealth Brewery. He recalls 
being “totally blown away by 
their Old Ale—it was an Eng-
lish strong old ale, but more 
along the lines of a barleywine. 
I tasted it and was like, holy 
fuck this is not beer—what the 
hell is this? I was just blown 
away, and that just whetted my 
appetite. I was like, this is what 
I’ve gotta do, I’ve gotta make 
some strong beers.”

3Break it into pieces
Mott has his Master’s 

in ceramics, and he says his 

education in that field has 
informed the way he brews to 
this day. “I was process orient-
ed. In ceramics, it’s understand 
your ingredients, time and 
temperature, chemistry and 
a little bit of magic. So when 
I got that can of extract, it’s 
like, what is this, what the hell 
is this made of?”

4Go crazy
Ceramics was a passion, 

but it didn’t pay the bills. “I 
kept pounding the pavement, 
looking for jobs, and I just 
wasn’t getting the job offers,” 
he says. “My wife said, ‘Why 
don’t you do an internship?’” 
Mott spent four months in the 
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Tod Mott has worked all over New England, but in 
recent years he has settled into a nice groove at the 
Portsmouth Brewery, Smuttynose’s brewpub sister. 
He’s pairing some excellent, classically inspired 
beers with killer pub food; the crowds outside his 
door want more beer than he can make on his tiny 
seven-barrel system, and he wouldn’t have it any 
other way. 

Tod Mott
The long and winding road from ceramics to a New England icon’s head brewer

9 steps to beerdom By Paul McMorrow

Does the carpet match the drapes?
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